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Dear Readers,
My name is Azranur Ercin and I am honored to present the exclusive 
issue of our English e-Magazine Mixtape as the executive editor.
We are having hard times nowadays because of covid-19 pandemic 
around the world.We need to stay at home and support each other more 
than ever. But whatever it happens, we have some values which are 
indispensable.23rd of April National Sovereignty and Children’s Day is one 
of these values. The Grand National Assembly of Turkey has established in 
order to gain our independence again a hundred years ago. Today is one 
of the most important anniversaries for Turkish people. Therefore we, as 
the Mixtape team decided to publish this issue. We remember Mustafa 
Kemal Atatürk and his fellow soldiers with respect and gratefulness.

Also, today is a gift for all children around the world. In this issue, we mostly 
focused on the rights of children and important role-models for children.
Lastly,I would like to thank the school administrators to give us an 
opportunity to publish Mixtape. Also, I want than to our head editor 
Sedef Dınçel for her assists and all Mixtape family for its contributions.
May all the children have equal opportunities and safe futures. I hope you 
enjoy it while reading.

Sincerely,

Azranur Ercin
EXECUTIVE EDITOR

From The Editors



Dear Readers,

My name is Burak Önder. I am in Mixtape team as the deputy executive 
editor. World is in a pandemic at the moment and we as humanity have 
stucked in our homes. Everyone is bored, everyone wants to go outside 
we all know that, and live that.  Health workers are working so hard for 
our safety. I want to thank them in my letter.

  Also the 100th anniversary of April 23 National Sovereignty Day 
coincided with this situation. We as Mixtape Team we prepared a 
great issue named “April 23 Special Issue”. We hope you enjoy it while 
reading. I want to thank my design team, writers team, redactors 
team, visual team and organisation team. I would like to thank school 
administrators and our head editor Sedef Dinçel for working so hard for 
all Mixtapes. 

I hope you stay healthy, enjoy your reading.

Burak ÖNDER

DEPUTY EXECUTIVE EDITOR

From The Editors



12 June: World Day Against Child Labour

In 2002, International Labor Organization 
declared 12 June as World Day.
Against Child Labour to attract attention to 
child work and labor. 
According to a research, there are 152 million 
child labourers in the world today. 70% of 
working children work in agricuture.

According to UNICEF, one of every 10 children 
is working. Also, this rate is higher in Africa 
and Asia. 73 million children work in horrible 
conditions. The number of child workers is
less than last year. But that’s not enough.
According to the Turkish Statistical Institute, 
there are over 2 million child
workers in Turkey.

Child labour isn’t a new thing. And here are 
a few examples.
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The story of 10 year old Sonia from Pakistan. She 
is a maid in Karachi. She lives her master’s home. 
She wakes up at 7 every morning and she has to 
care for her master’s 2 children. She takes them to 
school. She has to go to school, too. But she comes 
back home and does housework. She said ‘I am 
responsible for everything to do with the children. 
If I have a wish, I would like to go to school.’

The story of 15 year old Walid from Lebanon. Two years ago, 
he had to leave his village in Syria and he came to Lebanon for 
work. Now he is a shoe painter. He works all day but he just 
earns 20$ a day. He gives this money to his family. He said, My 
life here is all about work: I wake up at around 8 am and start  
working, usually finishing at around 8 pm. I miss my mom’s 
food. Nobody knows how to cook here, so we must eat 
sandwiches every day.

The story of 11 year old Samar from Sudan. She 
sells gums in parks to help her family tide over. She 
just earns 2$ a day and on the other hand she tries 
to go to school. But she said this year she won’t 
go because she doesn’t earn enough money to buy 
books and a school uniform. But she said she will 
save
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GIANT MAN 

WITH LONG HAIR

 A giant man with long 
hair, Mehmet Barış Manço. 
Dozens of songs come to mind, a 
wonderful personality, this great 
person who left his mark on the 
80s and whose influence still 
continues, was born on January 
2, 1943. Manço spent most of 
his childhood with his father. 
He completed his youth years 
in Galatasaray High School and 
Şişli Terakki High School after
his father’s death.

 He began to discover his 
interest in music at the age of 
fourteen. In 1962, he released his
first three tracks. Manço went to 
Belgium for Academy of Fine Arts.

 There was always something he wanted 
to draw attention to in his songs. Sometimes
humanity, sometimes politics. He fit 124 songs 
into his 57-year life and was recognized and 
loved by many countries. Barış Manço would also 
represent his country abroad. He became the 
Turkish citizen who travelled to the most countries 
in the world in his time. Manço has appeared 
in many domestic and foreign interviews. He 
also served as a presenter in many programs.

 One of the best qualities of Barış Manço was 
that he loved children. He had children songs like 
“Arkadaşım Eşek”, “Bugün Bayram”, “Ayı” etc. He was 
presenter in a program called “Child To Be A Man.’’

 

He is public’s Barış Çelebi with gorgeous rings, long 
hair, awesome songs... This man whom everyone 
knows, died on February 1, 1999. And still, he 
continues being a light for children and his memory 

is carried on through his songs.

Written by Tuana Çercive
Designed by Refia Sena Kök

Doğukan Manço...
He is like his father. He loves 
children so Doğukan met up with 
children in April 23, 2019 and 

entertained them.



Noble Stories of Three Young Souls

 A human being until the age of 13 is considered a child all around the world. Although 
there can be different perspectives on how someone should spend those first years of 
their life I think at some point all of our childhoods are alike in some ways. If we take 
a normal story like mine or yours, you probably learned how to read, how to find your 
way in the city, how to make friends, how to make sandwiches, how to ride a bicycle 
and all of the other essentials by the time you were 13. But the world doesn’t treat every 
child equally. What if we changed our scene into somewhere in the middle of the war 
or a crisis or a city that is about to explode? Your story would be a lot different I assure 
you. In fact there have been millions of different stories like that throughout history. But 
three of those stories moved the whole world like no other. They were just little girls but 
they decided to take action, leave a mark and they became symbols all over the world.  

Our first guest is from the beginning of the 20  
th  century. Anne Frank was a Jewish girl born in 
Germany in 1929. Unfortunately the year Anne 
turned 10 was the year World War 2 started 
and the discrimination against Jews was at its 
highest. As the Nazis grew stronger it wasn’t 
safe for Anne’s family to stay around. So they made a 
plan and pretended like they had left the country. 
On the morning of 6 July 1942 the family moved 
into their hiding place which was kind of a secret 

...



room in the building where Anne’s dad used 
to work. 4 of their reliable friends helped 
them survive and informed them of the news. 
The mood was depressing for a teenage girl. She 
knew if they were found they wouldn’t survive. She 
had to be quiet and patient for 2 years. During those 
years Anne wrote a diary, the legendary diary of Anne 
Frank… She wrote about her fears, her relationship 
with her family, what happened during the hiding 
and how it affected everyone.

 But she could only write for two years because in 1944 when Anne was 15 they were 
found. Her parents were arrested and she was taken away to a camp where she died 
two months later. But years after the war ended her dad somehow survived and found 
her diary. He got it to be published and Anne’s story moved the whole world. When 
people read the diary they saw that she was aware people were dying and they were 
only lucky for not being found. But the sentences contained a much stronger emotion 
than fear, hope… She never lost hope and wrote in such an inspiring and optimistic 
way. As if she wasn’t trying to grow in a small room, hiding. She became a symbol of 
hope and reminded the world of the terrible things that happened during her lifetime.

...

 Two years after Anne died another girl was born on the other side 
of the globe. She was too young to know the things that were 
happening in the world when a terrible thing happened 
to her city. Her name was Sadako Sasaki and she was 
only 2 years old when Hiroshima –her city- was 
bombed. Of course it was traumatizing for the 
whole country but Sadako was almost a 
baby at the time so she didn’t remember 
any of it. But the impacts of the atomic 
bomb came when she was 12. Until 
then she had lived a normal life 
like any of her peers.



She was in her school’s relay team and was 
doing well at school. But then she got diagnosed 
with type of leukemia which was called 
``atomic bomb disease`` by the people in Japan.  
 When she was diagnosed she had lots of free time 
in the hospital so her father told her the ancient story 
about the paper cranes. According to the Japanese 
legends if you can fold 1000 origami cranes it 
grants you a wish. So Sadako started folding. 
Using every piece of paper she could 
find such as the prescription sheets, 

book pages, the wrappings of 
the presents she got… She 

constantly asked other patients 
for paper. They sometimes gave her 
the cards they got just to help her achieve her 
goal. Unfortunately she got worse and she died in 
the same year with a total of 644 paper cranes. Her 
friends and family continued folding the cranes for 

her until the number reached to 1000 and she was 
buried with them. After her death her story 

was heard all over the world. Everyone 
felt the powerful emotions in the story 

and saw the effects of the atomic bomb. 
She became a symbol of peace thanks to 

very unfortunate events. Her story has been 
giving a powerful message to the huwmankind 
ever since. In 1958 a statue of Sadako holding a 
golden crane was built in Hiroshima and under it 
reads the words: ”This is our cry. This is our prayer. 
Peace in the world.” Every year on the anniversary 

of the attack to Hiroshima kids there celebrate the 
annual peace day by folding paper cranes and placing 

them under the statue of Sadako, wishing for world peace.

...



 Our last stop in the 20  th  cen-
tury is 1997. There was a girl 
born at that time in Pakistan. Her 
name is Malala Yousafzai. She 
was a very curious girl growing 
up and loved learning new thin-
gs. Her father was a teacher and 
poet and his thoughts really hel-
ped her see the world in a diffe-
rent perspective. But because of 
where she lived education wasn’t 
easy for Malala or any other child 
that lived there. When she was 
11 the BBC requested a student 
in that area to write a blog about 
the life and education circums-
tances during the Taliban occu-
pation of Swat. During that time 
a lot of things were restricted but 
on top of everything the girls we-
ren’t allowed to go to schools. Malala was furious about the fact that her educa-
tion was taken away so she wrote a blog about her life online even though it was 
dangerous. It was read all around the world and it changed everything. This little 
girl was suddenly an activist who inspired millions of people with her little words. 
Of course the authorities in the Swat district weren’t happy about those actions. 
On 9 October 2012 (she was 15) while she was on the bus coming from school 
with her friends they were attacked. Malala was shot in the face with a gun and 
was in a very bad condition. She survived but it was a miracle. After her recovery 
she became a symbol for all the activist that fought for education. Her courage 
was like no other and her story was an inspiration for the little kids all around the 
world. In 2014 she was given the Nobel Peace Prize which made her the youngest 
person ever to win it.  

...
Those three girls made history and led the humanity to a better directi-

on. Those were the children with the different stories.

Written by Ekin Sekmen
Designed by Betül Köseoğlu



THE PLACE OF CHILDREN
                                IN THE CHANGING WORLD

 Nowadays, as you probably know the 
world is a dangerous place to live for children. 
In my opinion, the world is getting dirtier 
and darker day by day. Have you ever asked 
yourself why? Because of who? The “grown ups”.

 When you were a child you had a happy and comfortable life. You didn’t have 
any  responsibilities. You played in the garden with your friends, thought you would 
be a superhero. Do you remember? And now, you are surrounded by people who are 
selfish, not caring about future. Some people don’t know what to do about protecting 
their future, our children’s future! And other people don’t want to do something about 
it. So, which one are you? Have you ever done a thing to protect our children’s future?

 Many years ago, our country was invaded by enemies. 
The continuation of our generation and independence was in 
danger. So, if we had lived in those years, what would we have 
done? It’s a hard question to answer. Let me ask you something, 
do you have any idea about what our ancestors did? And 
why? To explain my point, I want to talk about a person who 
is special. As you can guess, this special person is Mustafa 
Kemal Atatürk, who founded the Republic of Turkey. But I’m not 
going to tell what he did, I’m going to talk about his mission.



Designed by Burak Önder

Zehra Haki

 He always dreamed of a country which was full 
of civilization so he cared about the young generation. 
Atatürk believed that one of the ways to develop a 
country was to educate the children. He always loved 
spending time with children because they explained 
all their wishes and desires as they came without any 
humbleness. Once he said “ Children are the assurance 
of our future, our joy in life. Raising today’s child as the 
eldest of tomorrow is a humanitarian duty to all of us.”

 If you do research about other countries’ leaders, you will see that it’s hard 
to come across a leader who values children as Atatürk did. So can you imagine 
how lucky we are! Our duty is to be a citizen that Atatürk would be proud of. 
Even if we don’t know him personally, we can do this in many ways. Shortly we 
can say, a person who wants to be useful to their country; has to work hard, be 
polite and helpful to others. What about children, what is the duty of children?

 Actually, at this point adults have more responsibilities than children. They 
are like pre-nursery because they teach them how to walk, speak, eat. when 
they start growing up, the parents should talk about their country and Atatürk 
in a way children can understand. When a child starts going to school, things 
change, they should help them fill with knowledge. Like teaching to be patriotic, 
to be respectful to other countries’ people. It is essential to remember that, 

when a child grows; the world changes. 
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